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Hope
“A man can live about forty days without food, 
about three days without water, about eight 
minutes without air, but only for one second 
without hope.” -Unknown

Malcolm Muggeridge, renowned English 
journalist and satirist of the 20th century, upon 
reflecting on the despair generated by Western 
nihilistic materialism---said modern man has a 
"suicidal impulse to abolish himself." And it is 
this impulse which has spawned a befuddling 
number of proposals to curb the inevitable 
depression. Sadly, every varied remedy has 
been doomed to failure by a common thread: 
the ingenuity and power are limited to the 
resolve and strength of sinful men.

A Suicidal Hope

This suicidal search for hope has left the West 
destitute and despairing. In the United States, 
suicide claims more than 4,400 adolescents 
each year and nearly 150,000 receive 
emergency medical care for self-inflicted 
injuries. And the problem transcends the 
Atlantic in areas like Greece, Italy, and Ireland, 
where the tsunami of financial depression has 
resulted in record numbers of suicides among 
businessmen and women.  

In times such as these these we see our 
neighbours become greatly distressed. Their 
sense of indignation isn't altogether improper, 
but because they do not admit that the root of 

these ills is found in human sin and rebellion, 
they look for hope in immediately engineered, 
man-centered solutions. They are, as the 
apostle Paul would say, "without hope and 
without God in the world" (Eph 2.12).

The Hope of the Gospel
We all long for something to look forward to, 
to rest in, something to keep us from despair 
in the midst of all of the pain and difficulty. 
And like a drowning man clinging to a 
sinking stone, most of our neighbours cling to 
a false hope founded upon something other 
than the gospel. 

Gospel hope is all about what God has done 
for us in Christ. We who were "once far away 
have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ" (Eph 2.13). It is not a matter of 
achieving liberation for ourselves, about 
"hoping for the best." Nor is it wishful 
thinking or naive optimism. Rather, gospel 
hope enables us to see through the biting, 
grinding, violent world, red in tooth and claw, 

and know that we belong to a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken (1 Pt 1.4).

Hope isn't something we pull out of a 
religious hat or somehow conjure it up by the 
strength of determination. No. It is a 
byproduct of the very presence of the Spirit, 
which he pours into our hearts (Rom 5.5). We 
don't generate hope any more than we 
generate God's love. It is God's gift. And given 
the heart-wrenching despair all around us, it's 
a gift we must share with others.

Europe’s Present & Future Hope
Once, European Christians told the world 
about Jesus. Today’s “Christian” Europe has 
less evangelical believers than any other 
continent. Millions have rejected God. 
Millions more are on a suicidal quest for hope 
apart from Jesus. 

But we are filled with and fueled by this hope:

All the work of Christ is done. Sins are 
forgiven. Sinners are declared righteous. And 
by grace through faith in Jesus we will arise 
and live with him. There is reason to rejoice, 
because true, stupendous hope, revealed in 
Christ Jesus, can and will create a tidal wave 
of joy that can revivify a world as tired, bored, 
and decadent as ours. 

We couldn't survive the wiles of this world 
without such a gloriously global hope--the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.
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We have this HOPE as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and 

secure.

Hebrews 6.19

Above: The Atheist Bus Campaign above began running on 6 January 2009. Today, 800 are running around the whole of the UK and there is a                
plan to place 1,000 adverts on the London Underground featuring quotations from famous atheists. 



A C T S  2 9  E U R O P E

2 EAST IS WEST

...from Athole Rennie.
Grace Church Leith is a new church in the north of 
Edinburgh which launched in September 2011. 
There are 80,000 people living in Leith and less 
than 2% of those people attend church regularly.

Leith is in the north part of the city of 
Edinburgh, which is the capital city of 
Scotland with a population of 450,000. It is a 
centre of culture and commerce and one of the 
most popular places to visit in Europe. It is 
also in desperate need of gospel witness. 
Despite there being many church buildings in 
our city, very few are functioning as gospel 
churches.  Our vision is to be a church that 
plants other churches across our city and out 
across our nation so that the people of 
Scotland would once more be drawn to know, 
love and follow Jesus.

Over the course of the past year is has been 
exciting to see people with no previous church 
background engage with the message of Jesus. 
It has been amazing to see God's Spirit so 
clearly at work in people's lives as they hear 
the message of the gospel and experience 
genuine Christian community.

...from Wales to Ireland.
We were privileged to have Matt Chandler 
over to our side of the pond in February. Aside 
from his tremendously encouraging presence, 
he represented Acts 29 Europe across the 
whole of the UK and also helped launch Acts 
29 Ireland earlier this month. Please continue 
to pray for Matt and his leadership of Acts 29, 
as well as the new work beginning in Ireland.

...from Gary Aston.
Redeemer Leeds is a new church plant just starting 
its public gatherings. 

One of our students has been given some 
great opportunities recently. She writes: ‘I am 
in a house with 6 other people all of whom are 
not Christians. It used to be difficult to bring 
up God and their thoughts on the subject but 
recently God has blessed me with some 
amazing opportunities to chat to them about 
it. One housemate asked out of the blue if she 
could come to church with me! She was one of 
the last ones I thought would have asked but 
sure enough she came and enjoyed it 
immensely. She has come a few times now and 
seems to count it as part of her Sunday 
routine. The most encouraging thing is this 
has encouraged a lot of my other house mates 
to ask questions and one other has been 
asking to join us’

Another member of Redeemer shares this: ‘My 
housemate, finally came to church a couple 
weeks back, and absolutely loved it! On our 
walk home, she said "If you don't mind 
Kirsten I'd like to keep coming back!". She and 
I spend a few evenings a week just reading the 
bible together and chatting through things.. 
she wants to have people back to our house 
next week after church and cook dinner!’

We have a girl very involved in sports and 
she’s been sharing the gospel with her team-
mates: ‘We have spent many cars journeys and 
late night chats about suffering, and the idea 
of who God is and what Jesus has done on the 
cross. One of them came to church and loved 
it... we are now reading a couple christian 
books.’

I recently was asked to go into my son’s class 
and talk about belonging to a church. His 
school is 53% Muslim but I got the chance to 
talk for 30 minutes with a group of 60 kids 
about Jesus. A lot of them never would have 
heard about him before. What followed on 
was a great chat with Noah’s teacher about 
religion and the gospel.

...from Dan Martin.
Gateshead is an urban area in North East England 
of around 200,000 people, which suffers a 
significant degree of social deprivation. 

Tyneside Church Central is around 9 weeks 
old as a church and so grateful to God for his 
grace to us. “The way you form is the way you 
norm,” so we're very concerned to establish a 
missional culture in these early days. Praise 
God that we have nearly as many unbelievers 
in our “orbit” as we do committed to our core 
group. It's a struggle to fit in our front room 
and so we're praying about where God would 
have us move next. Please pray for God's 
ongoing protection of us, for his clear guiding, 
and for his mercy to unbelievers in our 
communities!

...from Houston, TX.
Many thanks go to our friends at Sojourn 
Houston who hosted a great fundraising 
banquet for us in January. Please pray we 
would steward these funds well and that 
those who gave so sacrificially may find great 
joy and blessing in their partnership with us.
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