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Officially, Acts 29 Western Europe is coming to the end of its 3rd 

year. But, in terms of undivided focus, energy & development, this is 

only the end of Year 1. As I have often said, the first two years were 

really to see if the ‘kite could fly’. Having determined that it could, 

and convinced that it would, we set about the work in ernest. And 

what a year it has been! This is a snapshot of where we now are:

 26 men in either candidate or membership phase

 Further 38 men in the application process

 National works begun & leaders identified in Italy, France, 

Denmark, Scotland, N Ireland, Ireland, Wales & England

 Application process translated into Italian

 Over 6000 people have heard the gospel, many for the 

very first time

 Multiple conversions & baptisms

A29WE is now recognised & respected as a significant contributor to 

the growing church planting movement throughout Europe.

So this is the time & place to formally thank you for your contribution 

to this project. Without a hint of hype, we could not and probably 

would not, have done it without you. In so many ways, your 

investment goes way beyond the bullet points above. Your 

generosity has helped shape the culture of a29WE, & I dare believe, 

is beginning to influence the wider evangelical culture. I often cite 

you all as exemplary models of Christ-exalting, gospel-centred 

partnerships, as a way of provoking others to jealousy & imitation. 

But what about the future? Here are a few key ‘projects‘ that are 

already developing & which we will pursue.

 An intern programme, launching in September

 A pre-assessment process for young, aspiring planters

 A formal development programme for those coming out 

of assessment with ‘potential with strong conditions’

 Formal establishment of indigenous works in multiple 

European countries

 Translation of the application & assessment process into 

French, German & Danish 

  Expansion into Central & Eastern Europe

 Structuring a29WE to reflect & facilitate continued growth

I know I’m an Englishman, but I am genuinely excited by the 

prospects ahead! The need is great & resources are limited, but our 

ambition is strong & the opportunities immense. More significantly, 

the gospel is true & the Saviour sufficient.   

“There is not a square inch in the whole 
domain of our human existence over which 
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not 
cry, "Mine!" Abraham Kuyper



“The earth will be filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of God as the 

waters cover the sea” (Hab 2:4) is a 

great promise from God that, like all of 

his promises, he will keep. But in his 

grace and mercy, he invites us to be 

co-workers with him in its fulfillment. 

We are the means which he, in his 

sovereignty, employs to bring the 

knowledge of his glory about.

So not only is it a great promise, it is 

also a great provocation. A 

provocation to faith for sure, but also 

a provocation to action - bold, daring 

missionary action. As a text, it lifts our 

eyes beyond ourselves, beyond our 

pressing circumstances and our 

immediate context, beyond the 

borders and shorelines of our own 

country and out to the far corners of 

the earth, the farthest horizon of our 

planet. The Lord will not be satisfied 

until the knowledge of his glory covers 

the earth. And neither should we!

Western Europe is integral to that 

glorious global vision, & one that is 

clearly close to your heart. And here’s 

the good news. Although the work 

over here is huge & demanding, there 

are so many encouragements. There 

are countless stories which reassure us 

that the Lord is indeed keeping the 

promise he made through his servant, 

the prophet Habakkuk. 

Take France as a case in point. Philip 

Moore is ‘our man in France’, not only 

planting in Paris but also working 

towards seeing Acts 29 

become indigenous to 

that needy & strategic 

country. During an 

interview at our 

national Boot Camp in 

April he said a number 

of helpful things about 

the cause of Christ 

there. Here is a short 

excerpt:

“People think (gospel 

ministry) is difficult in 

France. In fact, there are 

lots of encouragements. Many 

more than 20 years ago. People 

becoming Christians. Churches 

planted & churches growing. One 

leader recently wrote saying that he is 

very struck at how many churches in 

his association are reporting growth, 

conversions & baptisms.”

He also told the story of a shoe 

salesman in the 19th century who was 

sent to an area in a small African 

country to sell shoes. After a short time 

he wrote back to his boss and said, 

“Nobody wears shoes here. I’m 

coming home!”.

Around the same time, another shoe 

company sent out one of their 

salesman to the same area and he 

noticed the same thing. But he wrote 

back and said “Nobody wears shoes 

here. What a great opportunity. 

Please send the first shipment!”

Without any  

shadow of a 

doubt I can 

assure you that 

those who form a29WE 

resemble the second employee rather 

than the first! The need is great for 

sure, but that means the opportunities 

are all around us.

It is too soon to say whether we are 

beginning to see the stirrings of 

something. There is more optimism 

than I can remember, and I am 

hearing more stories of gospel growth. 

Maybe nothing will come of it, but we 

will be thankful for these evidences of 

God’s grace. But maybe it is a cloud 

on the horizon. At this moment, only 

the size of a man’s hand, but we’re 

praying it will prove to be the 

harbinger of a veritable deluge!

Please join with s in that prayer. And 

please take a few moments to watch 

a short video of our work (http://

acts29we.org/). Show it to your church 

to encourage them in our partnership. 

STORIES FROM THE SHIRE
Glimpses of gospel ministry in WE

A29WE
40 Psalter Lane

Sheffield S11 8YN

www.acts29we.org

Acts 29WE is a distinctively gospel-

centred network planting distinctively 

gospel-centred churches around the 

needy & strategic continent of 

Western Europe

Send all support to:  

Sojourn Network
930 Mary Street
Louisville KY 40204

Please write A29 WE in the 
memo line.

“Every time you see a Disney 
film or use a Disney product, 

remember that there is a town in 
France where there is a Disneyland 

but where there is no church. 
That’s where we’re planting!” 

Phillip Moore
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