
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus: Advent 2010
Episode 3 - December 12, 2010
 

The God of Another Chance
Zechariah 3:1-10

 
Getting Started

1. Tell us the story about the dirtiest your clothes have ever been.
2. This is the third week of Advent - a week that focuses on and encourages joy. So what 

single and unexpected thing about Christmas makes you happy.
 
Digging Deeper

1. Read Zechariah 3:1-10 together - what word, phrase or sentence did you find most 
helpful, eye-opening or troubling? Explain.

2. Work together to re-tell the story in your own words. Include common literary themes 
(setting, tension, crisis point, resolution, result)

3. What does this story teach us about who God is and how he operates in our world?
4. What does this story teach us about how we must respond to him?
5. What keeps you from responding in this way?
6. This story - like every story in the Scriptures - anticipates our unwillingness and inability 

to respond the way we should. In 3:8, what does God provide to maintain his reputation 
and rescue us from our rebellion?

7. Because God has provided for his people, how does the story end (3:9-10)?
 
Ordinary Life, Gospel Intentionality
 
Two things we learn from this story that shape our everyday lives:

1. God is giving us another chance to trust him enough to follow his lead;
2. Jesus’ life and death removed everything that disqualifies us and provided everything we 

need to complete the work God has in store for us.
 
Consider the week ahead and the details of your everyday life:

1. For non-spiritual people
a. As you take in the details of this story, what problems do you see?
b. Is there anything here to be commended? Anything that displays the kind of life 

you want to live?
c. We all want a world that is loving and just. Christians believe God is working to 

make this a universal reality. How would you re-write this story to capture both 



love and justice?
d. If this story was true - and there is a God who loves this way - would you trust 

him with your life? Why or why not?
2. For spiritual and/or religious people

a. What patterns of repeated unbelief and disobedience did this story expose in 
your life?

b. What’s your next step?
c. Who will you ask to help you?
d. What person or group of people will you influence towards Jesus this week by 

taking this step?
 


