
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus: Advent 2010
Episode 2 - December 5, 2010
 

Peace and Poverty
Amos 8:4-14; 9:11-15

 
Getting Started

1. What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever received?
2. This is the second week of Advent - a season of contemplative and proactive 

preparation for Christmas. What is one thing you see God changing in your life over the 
past two weeks?

 
Digging Deeper

1. Read Amos 8:4-14 together - what word, phrase or sentence did you find most helpful, 
eye-opening or troubling? Explain.

2. God promises to send his people - his family - into exile because they have neglected 
the needs of the poor and needy.

a. What does neglect look like in their life? (8:4-6)
b. Why is this a problem?

3. What do the following Scriptures teach about poverty?
a. Matthew 26:11
b. Isaiah 25:4
c. Luke 4:18
d. Galatians 2:10

4. How are you actively and willingly engaging the needs of the poor around you?
a. On your own?
b. As a group?

5. Matt said, ‘if you ignore the poor, you can’t call yourself a Christian’
a. What do you think he meant?
b. True or not? Why or why not?

6. In Amos 9:11-15, God gives us a dream of peace...life the way it should be for everyone
a. What has Jesus done to make this dream a reality?
b. Where do you need this transformation to show up in your life and in the world 

around you?
 
 
Ordinary Life, Gospel Intentionality
 



Two things we learn from this story that shape our everyday lives:
1. God’s family actively addresses poverty;
2. Eliminating poverty is part of God’s dream for the world - and one day, that dream will 

become reality (Revelation 21:5)
 
Consider the week ahead and the details of your everyday life:

1. For non-spiritual people
a. As you take in the details of this story, what problems do you see?
b. Is there anything here to be commended? Anything that displays the kind of life 

you want to live?
c. We all want a world that is loving and just. Christians believe God is working to 

make this a universal reality. How would you re-write this story to capture both 
love and justice?

d. If this story was true - and there is a God who loves this way - would you trust 
him with your life? Why or why not?

2. For spiritual and/or religious people
a. What patterns of repeated unbelief and disobedience did this story expose in 

your life?
b. What’s your next step?
c. Who will you ask to help you?
d. What person or group of people will you influence towards Jesus this week by 

taking this step?
 


