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Hope For Whores
Hosea 3:1-5

 
Getting Started

1. What is your favorite Christmas tradition?
2. This is the first week of Advent - a season of contemplative and proactive preparation 

for Christmas. If you grew up observing Advent, how did it help you get ready for 
Christmas?

 
Digging Deeper

1. Read Hosea 3:1-5 together - what word, phrase or sentence did you find most helpful, 
eye-opening or troubling? Explain.

2. Talk about strange love stories - Hosea is commanded to love, pursue, and marry a 
whore

a. Why did the first listeners need to hear this? (Hosea 4:1-2, 6, 10-12)
b. Why do we need to hear this? Think patterns of belief, values and action.

3. God is not addressing someone else. He’s talking to you. How do you feel about being 
called a whore?

4. Read Hosea 2:14-20. How do these words turn this into a story of grace?
5. Are you more hopeful because you heard this story? Why or why not?

 
Ordinary Life, Gospel Intentionality
 
Two things we learn from this story that shape our everyday lives:

1. We need a love that is patient and persistent enough to handle our chronic adultery;
2. Jesus is a better and greater Hosea - he didn’t just give up his reputation; he gave up his 

life because he loves you.
 
Consider the week ahead and the details of your everyday life:

1. For non-spiritual people
a. As you take in the details of this story, what problems do you see?
b. Is there anything here to be commended? Anything that displays the kind of life 

you want to live?
c. We all want a world that is loving and just. Christians believe God is working to 

make this a universal reality. How would you re-write this story to capture both 



love and justice?
d. If this story was true - and there is a God who loves this way - would you trust 

him with your life? Why or why not?
2. For spiritual and/or religious people

a. What patterns of repeated unbelief and disobedience did this story expose in 
your life?

b. What’s your next step?
c. Who will you ask to help you?
d. What person or group of people will you influence towards Jesus this week by 

taking this step?
 


